
 
Common Sense Alliance • Post Office Box 1249 • Friday Harbor, WA 98250 

info@commonsensealliance.net • www.commonsensealliance.net 
 

 

 

To:  San Juan County Council 

cc: Pete Rose, Randall K. Gaylord   

From:  Common Sense Alliance 

Date: May 24, 2010        

 

Re:  Inappropriate Regulatory Interference the PSP Action Agenda  

 

The Common Sense Alliance is not opposed to coordination with governmental and other 

organizations towards common goals or to the concept of coordination to best use available funding 

for restoration of Puget Sound ecosystems.   We are concerned about, and believe that the County 

must resist  (1) the unacceptable interference with land use and development regulations AND (2) 

the apparent intent to have certain regulatory initiatives implemented by the County without regard 

for proper consideration of best available science (“BAS”) or the required local CAO review process. 

 

Notwithstanding informal efforts by PSP personnel to downplay the regulatory aspects of the PSP 

Action Agenda for San Juan County, the Priority Action Area Strategies for San Juan County include: 

 

• Implement the San Juan Initiative recommendations 

• Implement the San Juan Marine Stewardship Plan 

• Update and implement regulatory programs: Critical Area Ordinance and Shoreline Master 
Program (San Juan County) 

• Integrate the objectives of the San Juan Marine Stewardship Plan, Shoreline Master Program 
and Critical Areas Ordinances so they are consistent 

• Implement the results of the San Juan Initiative to improve effectiveness of protection 

efforts; coordinate implementation with regulatory updates    

The San Juan Initiative recommendations were adopted without considering the BAS.  Indeed, BAS 

has yet to be adopted by San Juan County.  Accordingly, although some of the recommendations may 

turn out to be supported by BAS and found to be necessary to protect certain critical areas, the 

County cannot properly agree to implement them at this time because it has yet to consider BAS or 

conclude that there are any regulatory deficiencies that require revised regulations.   

 



San Juan County Council 

May 24, 2010 

Page 2 

 

Furthermore, the “Complete List of Actions Necessary to Implement San Juan Initiative 

Recommendations,” which is posted on the San Juan Initiative webpage, includes: 

 
“e. New regulatory language that results in the following . . .:  

• Tailored approach to setbacks.  

• Better approach to protecting vegetation and maintaining views and 

shoreline access.  

• Placement of shoreline armoring on beaches and bluffs should be 

allowed only when home, accessory dwelling unit, road, driveway or 

septic is threatened by erosion. “ 

 

(Emphasis added.)  According to this document, The San Juan Initiative recommendations are not 

limited to shoreline issues but also include a focus on terrestrial ecosystems.  

 
The San Juan Marine Stewardship Plan appears to include fewer items of concern than the San Juan 

Initiative recommendations, but includes the following regulatory initiatives that have not been 

evaluated through consideration of BAS that has been adopted by the County:  

 

• “Better manage upland activities (development, stormwater runoff, wastewater, septic 

systems, etc.) that can harm marine habitat and water quality.” 

• “Recommend improved and coordinated policies for building, anchoring, docks, enforcement, 

and mitigation.” 

• “Remove shoreline armoring where appropriate (soft shore blueprint)” 

• “Promote water quality protection through best management practices.” 

 

 


